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Built in 1886, the Administration Building of the Mary Allen Seminary for Colored Girls
represents black education in rural East Texas. During the 19th century, several educational
institutions of higher learning were established in Texas for African Americans. Like virtually all
of them, Mary Allen Seminary was founded by a religious denomination. It was established as a
seminary for black females by the Board of Missions for Freedmen of the Presbyterian Church,
which had its headquarters in Pittsburgh. 

In 1924 Byrd R. Smith became the first African American president of the seminary.
Smith's appointment also changed the administration of the institution, which until that time had
been made up of whites. During his tenure student enrollment increased to 134 students. The
school also became an accredited coeducational junior college, enabling its graduates to receive
teacher's certificates. 

In later years decreased student enrollment, the outbreak of World War II, and Smith's
death in 1941 resulted in the sale of the college to the General Baptist Convention of Texas. In
February 1978, the Baptist Convention sold it to Stowe Lumber Company, thus ending the 92
year history of the institution. [CA 5/12/83, 83004514] 


